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TAGS: PK, US, MASS 

SUBJECT: DESTROYER SALE TO PAKISTAN 

1 . YOU WILL RECALL THAT DURING THE SECRETARY'S MEETING WITH 
BHUTTO, THE LATTER RAISED THE QUESTION OF AVAILABILITY OF ASROC 
FOR THE GEARING DESTROYERS PAKISTAN WILL BUY FROM US. SECRETARY 
PROMISED TO LOOK INTO THIS AND INFORM BHUTTO OF RESULTS. 

2. PAKISTAN NAVY PLACES HIGH PRIORITY ON OBTAINING ASROC FOR ITS 
GEARINGS. CONSIDERING SMALL SIZE OF FLEET AND ESSENTIALLY DEFENSIVE 
NATURE OF ITS MISSION, ASROC WOULD GIVE IT MUCH GREATER CAPABILITY 
AT LIMITED COST. FACT THAT THIS WAS ONLY MILITARY SUPPLY ISSUE 
RAISED BY BHUTTO WITH SECRETARY (EXCEPT FOR DISCUSSION ON A-7S) 
INDICATES IMPORTANCE PM ATTACHES TO ITS INCLUSION IN GEARING SALE. 

3. IT IS MY UNDERSTANDING WE PROBABLY WOULD NOT HAVE ANY MAJOR 
DISCLOSURE PROBLEM IN SELLING ASROC TO THE PAKS. WE HAVE SOLD IT 
TO THE NATO COUNTRIES, IRAN AND JAPAN AND THE TECHNOLOGY IS NOT 
OVERLY SENSITIVE. ALSO, SALE OF ASROC WOULD NOT CONTRAVENE GUIDE- 
LINES ESTABLISHED WHEN EMBARGO WAS LIFTED. I UNDERSTAND MAJOR 
PROBLEM IS ONE OF AVAILABILITY. 

4. DEPARTMENT HAS TOLD US US NAVY HAS STOPPED PRODUCTION OF ASROC 
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SHIPS WHICH HAVE ASROC INSTALLED - INCLUDING THE ONES EARMARKED 
FOR PAKISTAN- ASROC IS REMOVED AND TRANSFERRED TO OTHER SHIPS. 
THEREFORE, US NAVY IS HESITANT TO AGREE 

TO SELL ASROC SINCE IT WOULD MEAN DECREASING NUMBERS AVAILABLE 
TO US NAVY ITSELF. 

5. 1 BELIEVE THAT SINCE BHUTTO IS ASKING TO PURCHASE ASROC FOR 
ONLY TWO DESTROYERS AND HAS EXPRESSED HIS OWN DEEP INTEREST IN 
THIS SUBJECT. THAT WE SHOULD BE FORTHCOMING IN MEETING HIS CONCERN. 

I CONSEQUENTLY RECOMMEND THE DEPARTMENT WORK WITH THE NAVY TO SEE 
IF TWO ASROC SYSTEMS COULD BE MADE AVAILABLE TO PN. (FOR EXAMPLE, 
THERE MAY BE TRAINING UNITS WHICH COULD BE SOLD WITHOUT SUBSTANT- 
IAL DEGRADING OF USN CAPABILITIES.) I GREATLY APPRECIATE EFFORTS 
DEPARTMENT HAS MADE TO STEER THE THE GEARING SALE THROUGH THE 
BUREAUCRACY AND ON TO THE HILL AND IT HAS HAD DRAMATIC AND 
POSITIVE IMPACT ON OUR RELATIONS WITH PAK NAVY. IF WE WERE ABLE 
TO COMPLETE THE PACKAGE BY MAKING ASROC 
AVAILABLE AS WELL, THE BENEFITS WE 

WOULD GAIN IN TERMS OF OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH PAK MILITARY AND 
IN BEING RESPONSIVE TO A REQUEST FROM THE PM WOULD BE ESPECIALLY 
USEFUL AT THIS STAGE OF US/PAK RELATIONS. 

BYROADE 
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